
Staff Report 
Submission Date: September 10, 2024 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: L & R Criss Properties LLC APA-23-14, Application to rescind property from the 
existing Williamson Act contract and reissue a single contract consisting solely of 
their property with the Commercial Agricultural Use of Dry Farming and Row 
Crops. 

Location: The project site is located on State Highway 97 and West Macdoel District Road, 
south of the community of Macdoel, on APNs 003-160-160, 003-160-270, 003-
160-280, Township 46N, Range 2W, Sections 25 & 36, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of Property Under existing Contract No. 72014 
B. Location Map 
C. Zoning Map 
D. Boundary Line Exhibit Maps 
E. NRCS Soils Data and Map 
F. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire 
G. Existing Contracts and Establishment of Agricultural Preserves 

Background and Discussion 

The proposed project is a request to rescind the subject property from the existing Williamson Act Contract 
and reissue a contract consisting solely of property under one ownership. The subject property is 
approximately 258 acres which is currently under a contract, which has five different property owners. To 
accomplish this request, the Board of Supervisors would need to first approve the rescission of property from 
the existing Williamson Act contract, then the reentry into a new contract. 
During the initial project review, it was found that two parcels do not meet the minimum requirements as at 2 
and 34 acres, they are substandard in size. In response, the applicant has submitted a boundary line 
adjustment application to adjust the boundary lines, creating two 80-acre parcel and one 98-acre parcel.  

The project applicant did not propose to increase or decrease the acreage within Agricultural Preserve. 
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Existing Parcels 

• APN 003-160-160 and approximately 80 acres of APN 003-160-270 together make an approximately 
160-acre separate parcel, created by Grant Deed as recorded on December 21, 1950, in the Siskiyou 
County Records in Volume 270 at Page 124 and later modified when a portion was deeded by Grant 
Deed as recorded on June 11, 1962 in Volume 476 at page 674 and another portion on May 17, 1978 in 
Volume 819 at Page 47 in the Siskiyou County Records. 

• 62 acres of APN 003-160-270 is one legal parcel created by Grant Deed as recorded on December 21, 
1950, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 270 at Page 121. 

• Approximately 1.5 acres of APN 003-160-280 is a legal parcel originally created as part of a 196 acre 
parcel by Grant Deed as recorded on December 21, 1950 in Volume 270 at Page 124 then modified 
when a portion, 34.5 acres, of this parcel was transferred by Grant Deed as recorded on January 8, 
1951, in Volume 270 at Page 599 and then another portion, 160 acres, transferred by Grant Deed as 
recorded on March 27, 1952, in Volume 293 at Page 588 in the Siskiyou County Records.  

• Approximately 34.5 acres of APN 003-160-280 is a separate parcel created by Grant Deed as recorded 
on January 8, 1951, in Volume 270 at Page 599 in the Siskiyou County Records. 

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contracts 
• The subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 72104 (Clerk’s No. 91) as recorded on 

February 25, 1972, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651 at Page 301. 

Agricultural Preserves 
• The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 

Resolution No 184, Book 4, adopted on February 9, 1972.  

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and Williamson Act 
Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To meet this requirement, two 
or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are owned in common.  

The existing Agricultural Preserve is comprised of non-contiguous properties that are also not owned in 
common, making the preserve nonconforming with the current guidelines. The existing preserve should 
be amended removing the subject parcels and an Agricultural Preserve created consisting of only the 
subject parcels. Together the subject property qualifies for an Agricultural Preserve.  
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Soils Class 
Per County Rules Section III, Item C, Agricultural land in a preserve must contain at least 40 acres of Class I or II 
equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or VII.  

The land is comprised of Class IV and VI irrigated soil and contains approximately 87-acres of Class I or 
II equivalent soils as shown in the table below and in the NRCS soils data (Exhibit E).  

Soil Type Acres +/- Class Ratio to Class I Equivalent  
142 256 VI 3:1 85 
162 2 IV 2:1 1 
Total 189   87 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item D.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1) as shown on the 
zoning map (Exhibit D). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item E, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property is 
evaluated by legally established parcels.  

The 222-acre parcel (APNs 003-160-160 & 003-160-270) exceeds the 40-acre minimum parcel size; 
however, the two remaining parcels are substandard in size at 34 and 2 acres in size. However, this will 
be corrected by the proposed Boundary Line Adjustment (BLA-24-22).  

Agricultural Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

Approximately 243 acres of the property has historically been used for and continues to be used for row 
crops and dry farming.  

  
Other Uses 

Approximately 15 acres (6%) of the subject property has other uses occurring, including other 
agricultural production uses, such as irrigated pasture and accessory uses which support the 
commercial agricultural operations – storage facilities.  

Compatible Uses 

Residential Uses 

County Rules Section IV, Item B allows for residential structures, which are to be occupied by persons directly 
engaged in the commercial agricultural operation.  

The primary use of the property is farming, with the compatible use of a residential structure which is 
owner occupied. 
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Boundary Line Adjustment Findings 
Per County Rules, Section VI. Item B, the Boundary Line Adjustment cannot be approved until the Board of 
Supervisors makes certain findings Pursuant to Government Code Section 51257.  

Williamson Act Findings – Government Code Section 51257 

1. Upon contract approval the subject parcels will be restricted to agricultural uses pursuant to 
Williamson Act guidelines for not less than 10 years. 

2. No net decrease in the amount of restricted land will result from BLA-24-22. 

3. At least 90 percent of the land under the former contract or contracts remains under the new contract 
or contracts. 

4. After the lot line adjustment, the parcels of land subject to contract will be large enough to sustain 
their agricultural use as defined in Section 51222. The resultant parcels will be 80 acres, 80 acres and 
98 acres, which exceed the 40-acre minimum required. 

5. The BLA projects associated with this project will not compromise the long-term agricultural 
productivity of the parcel or other agricultural lands subject to a contract or contracts. 

6. The BLA projects associated with this project is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent lands 
from agricultural use. 

7. The BLA projects associated with this contract would not result in a greater number of developable 
parcels than existed prior to the adjustment and this BLA is consistent with the Siskiyou County 
General Plan. 

  





Agricultural Preserve Administrator Staff Report 
September 10, 2024 

Williamson Act Contract Amendment and Agricultural Preserve Amendment (APA-23-14) 
Administrator Review and Recommendation – Staff Report  Page 6 

 

Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

142 Leavers sandy loam, drained, 
0 to 5 percent slopes

256.8 99.4%

162 Poman loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

1.5 0.6%

Totals for Area of Interest 258.3 100.0%

Soil Map—Butte Valley-Tule Lake Area, California, Parts of Siskiyou and Modoc Counties APA-23-14

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

8/29/2024
Page 3 of 3
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

(This form is to be attached to the County's standard application form)

Owner's name: L&R Criss Properties, LLC

Address: Post Office Box '17 Dorris California 96023

Parcel Numbers: 003- 1 60-160 003-160-270 and 003- 160-280

How long have you owned this land? 2013 to Present

Type of Agricultural Use:

Dry pasture acreage

lrrigated pasture acreage3
Dry farming acreage Crops grown

Crops grownField crop average

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc ) Hand Line & Wheel Line

Other acreage Type-

Production per acre

Production per acre

Production per acre

Production per acre

Other lncome:

Hunting rights $

Fishing rights $

Other

per year

per year

acres

acres

rights $ per year

per year

per year

per year

type

type

type

type

Quarrying $

Other $

Other $

Land Leased to Others

Name of owner Planasa LLC Number ol acres 229

Rental fee per acre $ 450.00 Use of land Nursery Plants

Terms of lease January 2, 202'l Lease termination date December 3'l 2032

Share cropped with others: Crop

List expenses paid by landowner

Percent to owner

Siskiyou County Property Taxes

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2023

Acres

Row crop acreage_ Crops grown_

Page 5 of6

248
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Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy
and has p c value.

Signed Date l- lD -.9.,3

Please submit the following to the Siskiyou County Planning Division along with all applicable fees:

1 . This signed form

2. The completed and signed County standard Application for Development Review

3. The applicable maps which clearly show the boundaries of the contract property and proposed
change(s)

4. A copy ofthe Grant Deed for each legal parcel

5. The legal description of the land included in the application and proposed change(s)

6. A copy of any and all Deeds of Trust for the land that is included in the application

7. A copy of the property's existing Williamson Act Contract

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city

Name of City:

Present Zoning

trYes trNo

VVilliamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2023

Page 6 of 6
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